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We all know the story: Glaciers covered the area until the
Wisconsin Glacial Episode ended 10,000 years ago
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The bison and bird-filled tallgrass prairie appeared
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Then, in 1673, The Euro-Americans arrived and started tearing things up

-




‘ Forest Service and partners to the rescue to return it to prairie and bison and birds as it always had been!
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Midewin Has always been a place where dramatic 'chaﬁge has been

the norm,.and people and environment have changed each 6th',é[
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Environment changes the people Dramatic

Punctuation

Dramatic
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Dramatic

Punctuation People change the environment
; ...and that'process continuesto thisday. = &
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Neotoma Paleoecology data base.

@ Hi @ Fox http://apps.neotomadb.org/explorer/?datasetid=7560
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 And after the glaciers receded,
it opened up a second I|ne of evidence:
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FiG. 5. Pollen percentage diagrams from (a) Chatsworth Bog and (b) Nelson Lake. Shading represents a 5X exaggeration of the
raw data. The percentage of terrestrial pollen types is based on the sum of pollen from terrestrial plants. The percentage of aquatic
pollen is based on the sum of pollen from terrestrial and aquatic plants. The dotted horizontal lines separate pollen zones discussed
in the text. Analysts were D. M. Nelson for Chatsworth Bog and E. C. Grimm for Nelson Lake.
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At Nelson Lake
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A cooler wetter period causes the deciduous forest to again assert.
Decrease in grasses 7,500-6,200 YBP




6,200 YBP: Drier, warmer climate and prairie grassland becomes dominant ecosystem | R
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Glacier Recedes

Local enwronmentoventhe past 18 000(18K)years "".--\-_-:.'_ : , POk o &

Spruce Forest
~14,000—13‘(.)00.‘)_(BP

Subarctic Tuhdra.

(Dates apﬁ’s‘ommate due to trahsitlonal penods) e &1k

4 4~.‘

PeopleArrlve B, biate | RN A

~10;000-9, 500" YBP' 'ﬁ
¥

b oo B8 ooo 14, ooo YBP Prairie patches S e
2 amongst - % - :
2 - ‘| hardwodd forest ,' P b

' 18, 500 7 soo,ysé ,‘**-‘-sf;:’,'g' St
S ‘¥ 2 . . : VS ‘?l. t‘\‘ 2
1‘ . \* .,#/ 4 & v-’ .

X : e B|son Arrive ~ 4, 450 YBP R
e Y ~13,000.8,500 V6P W KNG e

- [ ’ et \ ! s

: | Prairie contracts | *Btson Depart ; ﬁ’
Elm Fo;est Dominant »75«[5 1808 s Vi i‘

z : {7 500 6,200 YBP" : L B i

R

- ‘ Tallgrass P/alrle , P Vs By »
x i3 - - SIS e R~ N A N e T LS
4 ' ‘?g\) - ’.ﬁ’&“:; aU S T T Ao RVS AT . ? b # Al




-

Environment seems to change the people

\ Midewin
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Feral Domesticate .' _ v e ;
B Pre-Columbian population estimates inmodern U.S.*" . ARy A
range on the low side between;2 and 3:8 million . =Y : ;
- By 1800 the population was below 1 million:. . ;¢ AT
Marsh Elder 13 ' g e g B’ 18 gl 5 =
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But Northern lllinois was still comparatlvely a w:ldaness But it was o

a.beautiful wilderness, consisting Iargely of meadow-llke flower-decked 3
prairiés, with-heavy forests skirting the streams, and forming here and--.<%

| there island groves, breaking in upon the ocean-like monotony of the = '» =
Sunflower

sea of verdure[.] The country looked as if it had been cultivated in some
far past, so far, that the people and their dwelllngs, and all vestlges of
their occupation had perished. b
George Woodruff 1883
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Enter the bison... | ‘ e
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Earliest bison remains in Illinois are **C dated samples 5
from Whiteside County (on the Mississippi). The oldest “ﬁv
date to 8,020 + 40 Years Before Present (YBP). Next | ¥
oldest dated samples approx 4,450 YBP, nearly 2,000 R
years after tallgrass prairie became the dominant f"‘,,«,
ecosystem, and 5,500 years after the first evidence of %
people resident on the land of Midewin. S
McMillan 2006
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133 Sites with bison*

' |In lllinois:

66 Paleontological

67 Archaeological*
*not counting Midewin

Figure 1. Dhistribution
af all sites with hison
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. Anderson Peat Mine 1 (lower) (CAMS-87699)
Anderson Peat Mine 2 (lower) (CAMS-87698)
 Ottawa 1 (AMS) (CAMS-58181)

 Ottawa 2 (AMS) (CAMS-58183)

 Anderson Peat Mine 3 (middle) (CAMS-78189)

- Markman Peat Mine (middle) (CAMS-78190)

Lonza Caterpillar (with projectile point) (NZA-23567)
Lonza Caterpillar (with projectile point) (NZA-23568)
 Horseshoe Lake (CAMS-73445)

 Lonza 1 (CAMS-69922)

' Lonza 2 (CAMS-58187)

 Lonza 3 (CAMS-69924)

' Lonza 4 (CAMS-69923)

Lonza 5 (chert inclusion) (CAMS-87697)

Lonza Caterpillar (NZA-23569)

. Lonza 6 (CAMS-58198)

. Slim Lake (ISGS-1717)

Quiver Lake (CAMS-78191)
Clear Lake Site (NZA-23570)
Clear Lake Site (NZA-23571)

Figure 11. Graphic presentation of radiocarbon dates.




Evidence suggests a episodic small population present on the Grand
Prairie since at least 4,450 Years Before Present (YBP) and expanding

greatly after the early 1600s. “ 5
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Compared with the great herds of west of the Mississippi, the

buffalo to the east were hardly more than stragglers. Ironically
By the late 1500s, man created the niche that permitted the

buffalo to enter the East. By the 1820s man destroyed them.
Belue 1996

.

: 7 N B ncrease in bison population corresponds
ol V) ) ' 5 ' ‘\.' to Little Ice Age (with lag time) and steep
’ decrease in human predator population




Native Amerlcans selg.-ctlvely burned the prairie, v W LS 0 AR
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I,Dellette and LaSalle in the 17t" Century, commentmg. \;
on pre- -horse Native Americans, and Nicholas Perrot . -
in the Mid- Nmeteenth Century note similar trappmg
strategies: e _
They assemble in great numbers and set fireio.gmss R
all round, with the exception af a few passages whigb Y
they leave open, and at which they station themseIVes

with their bow and arrows. In attemptmg to escqpe

| ._::"— P e S from the fire, thé ca;tle [bison] are thus compelled‘to >
A 5-;? R e r{qss by these Savages, wha sometlmes kill as many as -
; ”Prame Meadows Burning” * 200 ina 5’"973 day s 1% }
By George Catlin, 1861-69 . | | ki B 0 s Qi Quoted m—Ma?kman 1991 ¥
National Gallery of Art, | T e AR L | -
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